Continued Anthrax Assessment/Treatment for Executive Branch Employees

Through our health clinic, the Department of Health and Human Services will continue to provide assessment for those executive branch employees concerned about exposure to anthrax. 

Currently, the following recommendations are in place: 

1) Anyone who worked in or passed through the 5th and 6th floors of the Southeast wing of the Senate Hart Office Building on Monday, October 15.  CDC recommends that anyone fitting these criteria begin the full 60-day course of antibiotics as a precautionary measure.

2) Anyone who has been in the non-public, mail operations area at the U.S. Postal Service’s Washington DC Processing and Distribution Center at 900 Brentwood Road, NE, Washington DC (US Postal Brentwood Facility) since October 11, 2001, should receive prophylactic treatment for potential exposure to anthrax.  As an added precaution, people who have worked since October 11, 2001 in the non-public mail operations area at postal facilities that directly receive mail packed in bulk from the Brentwood facility should also receive prophylactic treatment.  This includes federal government mail facilities that receive and process mail from the Brentwood facility.  

3) The Capitol Physician’s Office indicates that they have already tested and treated all appropriate persons at the Ford Building.  If the Capitol Physician’s Office has not contacted you, they do not recommend testing or treatment. 

4) CDC is recommending, as a precautionary measure, that all mailroom facilities undergo environmental testing. 

CDC, the Capitol Physician’s Office, and the DC Department of Public Health continue to assess treatment needs as the investigation continues.

Assessment and prophylactic treatment are available through the Department of Health and Human Services at:

HHS Health Clinic 

200 Independence Ave., SW

2nd Floor

Washington, DC 20201

On Friday, October 26 and Saturday, October 27 the hours of operation will be between 8:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Any future hours will be determined based on need. 
Additionally, anyone fitting these treatment guidelines can appear at DC General Hospital for assessment and, where appropriate, receive prophylaxis, between 9AM and 10PM, Friday, Saturday or Sunday, with their IDs.  Appointments are not possible.  If there are issues that arise at DC General please call 202-698-7314.

If any of your employee health supervisors have questions, please call 202/690-7439.

